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ABSTRACT

An inclusive systematic study of Chrysanthellum is
rendered. Eleven species are recognized: C. indicum, a
highly variable, pantropical, weed with 3 continental
varieties (var. indicum, Asia; var. afroamericanum, South
America and Africa; var. mexicanum, North America) and
var. madagascarense from Madagascar; C. americanum,
largely restricted to the Caribbean Islands; C. pusillum,
endemic to the Galapagos Islands; and 8, mostly
localized, species confined to the mainland of tropical
and subtropical North America. The species are all
characterized by their herbaceous habit, alternate
leaves, Kranz syndrome and linear, persistent, pales.
Chrysanthellum is believed to be most closely related to
Eryngiophyllum, a genus of only 2 closely related species
endemic to Mexico. Several species are illustrated,
diagrams showing relationships are presented,
distribution maps for each taxon are portrayed and a new
species, C. keilii, is proposed. Relationships of both
Chrysanthellum and Eryngiophyllum to the Malasian genus,
Neuractis are discussed.

Chrysanthellum is a genus belonging to the tribe
Coreopsideae of the Asteraceae. It relates to a group of
genera with alternate leaves which show the Kranz
syndrome (Smith and Turner, 1975), and does not appear
especially close to the large genera Bidens and Coreopsis
with which it is often associated.

The type species of the genus, C. americanum, was
described by Linnaeus in 1753 in his Species Plantarum
from material obtained in the Caribbean Islands, but he
placed this in the genus Anthemis. This species was
subsequently (1807) positioned by Richards, along with C.
procumbens, in its own genus, Chrysanthellum. The latter
species, in time, proved synonymous with C. americanum
and, until recently, only a few additional species were
added, most of these relating to the widespread weedy
species, C. indicum, which was first described by De
Candolle in 1836. Indeed, in spite of the fact that 10
of the 11 species recognized in the present treatment
occur in North America (the one exception, C. pusillum
from the Galapagos Islands), Alexander (1955), in his
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treatment for the North American Flora, recognized, or
was familiar with, but two of these, C. americanum and C.
indicum.

Mexico is especially rich in Chrysanthellum taxa, 10
of the 11 species are known to occur there. Steetz
(1853) described the first mainland species for North
America, C. integrifolium; this was followed by Greenman
(1903) who added C. mexicanum (reduced to a variety of C.
indicum by Turner); P.G. Wilson (1962) added C.
involutum; McVaugh (1972) added C. filiforme; Strother
(1976) added C. pilzii; and I have added the remainder of
those recognized in the present paper.

At the present time I recognize 11 species in the
genus: 1) a widespread pantropical weed, C. indicum,
with 4 regional varieties; 2) C. americanum, itself a
highly variable weedy taxon, largely confined to the
Caribbean Islands, and much-confused with C. indicum; 3)
C. pusillum, an endemic of the Galapagos Islands; the
remaining 8 species are native to the mainland of North
America, mostly narrow endemics of the Pacific slopes of
Mexico.

CHROMOSOME COUNTS

Chromosome counts are available for only 6 of the 11
species of Chrysanthellum as follows

Species Count (n) Reference or Voucher

C. indicum var.

afroamericanum 8 Olorode ({1974;
reported as C.
americanum)
" 8 Turner et al. (1979)
" 8 Renard et al. (1983)
C. indicum var. 8 De Jong & Longpre
(1963) ;
mexicanum 8 Powell & Turner
(1963);
" 8 Keil & Stuessy (1975)
C. keilii 8 Keil 15222 (TEX)
C. michoacanum ca 9,9 Keil 15327 (TEX)
C. pilzii 12 Strother 1094 (type)
C. pusillum 8 (Turner, unpubl.)
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C. tamaulipense 8 Strother (1972);
r e piosxt eid NaNS NG
involutum.

With the exceptions noted below, chromosome numbers
have been obtained mostly from meiotic material with
clear counts of n=8 pairs (which is the same as 2D=8
pairs of authors). Chrysanthellum michoacanum has been
reported to have n=9 pairs, but the camera lucida
drawings documenting this number (attached to the

voucher, TEX!) do not appear unequivical and it is
possible that the number is n=8 pairs, with univalents
(or chromosomal fragments). Counts of n=12 pairs for C.

pilzii appear to be unequivical, this representing a
fertile triploid on a base of x=8 or perhaps a tetraploid
on a base of x=4.

GENERIC RELATIONSHIPS

Eryngiophyllum, a poorly known genus of only 2
species from the Pacific slopes of Mexico, is the closest
relative of Chrysanthellum. Both have alternate leaves
and show the Kranz syndrome and are distinguished largely
by habital features: Chrysanthellum is a tap-rooted
annual or short-lived perennial with mostly cauline
leaves whilst Ervngiophyllum is a rosette-forming,
strongly perennial, herb with a woody, corm-like, tap
root. Indeed, the 2 genera are so alike as to vegetative
and floral features that I am inclined to combine the
two, but have retained them pending chromosomal and
chemical studies.

Past Eryngiophyllum one must look to South American
genera (e.g., Isostigma, a largely Brazilian genus with
alternate leaves and the Kranz syndrome) or perhaps to
Neuractis, a small Malasian genus which Backer (1913)
transferred to Chrysanthellum, and which was retained by
Backer (1965) in his treatment of the Asteraceae of Java,
a view rejected in the present paper, but one that speaks
to the remote relationships of both Chrysanthellum and
Eryngiophyllum.

SPECIES RELATIONSHIPS

Relationships among the 11 species recognized in the
present paper are believed to be close. Three of these,
C. americanum, C. indicum and C. pusillum, are especially
close and can be recognized by their 2-nerved small ray
ligules; the remaining 8 possess 4-8 nerved ligules and
are more diverse. I have shown their hypothetical
relationships in three diagrams: Fig. 1lA., a "seat-of-
the-pants" construct based on my intuitive "feel" of the
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TABLE 1. Character states used in cladogram.

Characters
(1)

Gynecium
1. Disk achenes
2. Ray achenes
3. Ray achenes
4. Disk achenes
5. Style branches
of disk florets

6. Achenes

7. Achene body

8. Pappus
Androecium

9., Anther appendages

Corolla
10. Ligules of ray
11. Disk color
12. Disk lobes
13. Ray ligules
14. Ray ligules
bifid

Involucre
15. Bracts

Leaves
16. Shape
17. Spinulose

Habit
18. Stems
19. Duration

Other
20. Chaff
21. Roots
22. Phyllotaxy
23. Ray floret no.
24. Achenes curled

primitive (0)

fertile
straight
unornamented
w/0 wings
unfused

monomorphic
w/0 neck
present

well-developed

4-8 nerved
all yellow
5-1lobed
yellow
3-1lobed

present

simple
not

erect
perennial

well-developed
tap-rooted
alternate

5-32

adaxilly

413

advanced

sterile
circinate
ornamented
winged
fused

dimorphic
w neck
absent

reduced

2-3 nerved
not so
4-lobed
cyanogenic
entire or

absent

dissected
yes

prostrate
annual

poorly dev.
woody-crown
subopposite
2-4
abaxilly
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Fig.1.B. Hypothetical Relationships of Chrysanthellum spp.
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group based on my 40 or more years familiarity with
character variability and species-relationships in the
Asteraceae. Fig. 1B., a Wagner-type diagram based upon
the characters shown in Table 1, the species arranged
subjectively in concentric circles according to their
additive positions; and lc, a more formal cladistic
analysis using the character states shown in Table 1.

Figures 1A and 1B suggest that within Chrysanthellum
two phyletic lines exist, a group having ray ligules
mostly reduced with 2-3 nerves centering about C.
americanum, and a group having well-developed ligules
with 4-8 nerves centering around C. perennans. The
latter taxon, in particular, is believed to have retained
characters which approach Eryngiophyllum, namely a
perennial, rosulate habit, while C. pilzii with its
subopposite leaves, evolute, ornate, disk achenes, and
prostrate habit is believed to be the most advanced.

A parsimony analysis (PAUP, David Swofford, 198x) of
the data presented in Table 2 resulted in 137 equal-
length trees of 40 steps each. Figure 1C represents a
strict consensus tree derived from 100 of these.
Chrysanthellum is united as a monophyletic lineage by
synapomorphies in characters 11 (1->0), 14 (0->1), and 15
(1->0). Neuractis smithii and N. leschenaultii are
linked as sister taxa by synapomorphies in characters 8
(1->0), 9 (0->1), and 21 (1->0). The two species
Eryngiophyllum lack a character in this data set to unite
them as sister taxa.
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Linda Vorobik provided the illustrations and K. Nixon and
G. Nesom helped with the cladistic analysis. Dr. J.
Mears collected buds for the chromosome count of C.

pusillum.
CHRYSANTHELLUM Rich. ex Persoon

Annual or rarely perennial prostrate to erect mostly
glabrous herbs. Leaves predominantly alternate
(superfically opposite in C. pilzii), simple to
bipinnatisect. Heads terminal or axillary, heterogamous,
radiate. Involucre 2-seriate, bracteate. Receptacle
plane to convex, with membranous, persistent linear
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florets fertile or functionally staminate throughout.
Ray corollas pistillate, fertile, mostly yellow, 2-8
nervate, Disk corollas 4-5 lobate with well-marked tube
and limb; often of 2 types, an outer, mostly yellow,
series ca 1/2 the size of the inner florets, the latter
usually with brown or reddish-brown, corollas. Anthers
small, the appendages well-developed and acute. Style
branches of ray florets filiform, acute, those of the
disk well-developed with penicillate appendages 2-3 times
the lengths of the stigmatic lines when fertile, or fused
and merely bifid when sterile. Achenes dimorphic, those
of the ray mostly clavate, epappose, unwinged, straight
or variously recurved or coiled; disk achenes, when
present, flattened, prominently winged, epappose or very
rarely with 2 deciduous awns. Base chromosome number,
x=8 or possibly x=4.

Type species. Chrysanthellum americanum (L.) Vatke

1 E-pinnat

2 E-rosei

3 N-lesche
—— I 4 N-smithi
5 C-indind

6 C-indmex

7 C-indafr

8 C-pusill

9 C-americ

11 C-tamaul

12 C-keilii
13 C-involu
_: 14 C-pilzii
15 C-integr
_: 16 C-michou

17 c-filifo

10 C-perenn

Fig. 1cC. Cladistic analysis of Chrysanthellum, as
discussed in text.
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KEY TO SPECIES

A. Ligule of ray florets with 2(3) well-developed veins (B)
A. Ligule of ray floret with 4-8 rather equally well-developed
veins (F)

B. Ligules of the ray quite pronounced, 6-15 mm long; leaves
simple, ovate to oblanceolate, toothed or rarely tri-lobed, but never
pinnatisect with narrow divisions (C)

B. Ligules of the ray short, inconspicuous, 1-5(6) mm long; leaves
pinnately or ternately dissected, the divisions linear, 0.5-8.0 mm
wide (D)

C. Disk corollas brownish-black.....cccccceeeeeeee. 1. G, micho n
C. Disk corollas yelloW.....ceceeeeeeeesecececsssea2. C. integrifolium

D. Involucres 2.0-3.0 mm long; plants of Galapagos Islands..
D. Involucres (2.5)3.0-6.0 mm long; plants elsewhere (E)

E. Leaves simple to variously lobed or dissected, the divisions
broad, 2-8 mm wide; stems prostrate; ligules (3)4-5(6) mm
1105 fo050000000060006000000000 00000000000000000000000  bo  (Co,  EUHET L EETIE
E. Leaves bi- or tripinnately dissected, the divisions narrow,
mostly 1-2 mm wide; stems mostly erect (rarely prostrate); ligules 1-
3 MM 1ONG.cieieettsstceccccccccccscansecseccseeseeseess 5. C. indicum

F. Ray achenes straight or nearly so; disk florets "sterile"
cesseesestessescrcnctssessesssescsscsnscasscssesssseesb. C. filiforme
F. Ray achenes circinate, incurved, outcurved, or coiled; disk
florets fertile or "sterile" (G)

G. Perennials; leaves tripartite with only occasional lobing; head
single on an elongate peduncle from a basal rosette
teeeeteesisescescceascacsicasttenannasnsssesasesssess 8. C, perennans
G. Annuals; leaves variously bipinnatifid; heads several, not borne
singly from a basal rosette (H)

H. Leaves, especially the petioles, conspicuously pubescent with
long, multicellular hairs; achenes outcurved at maturity, the inner
surface markedly spiny-tuberculate.....c.cccccececeeeeee 9. C, pilzii
H. leaves glabrous or nearly so; achenes incurved at maturity, the
inner (adaxial) surface smooth or nearly so (I)

i, Disk florets completely "sterile"; lower-most leaves tri-
pinnatisect (parsley-like)....cceeeeeseecececceeeees 10. C, involutum
I. Disk florets mostly fertile; lower-most leaves bipinnatisect (J)

J. Achenes of the ray florets merely recurved ; disk florets brown
O oW IIS hE T € e e elele e selelelale e e slelel e s elelele et s M S G S X o] 1
o Achenes of the ray florets circinate; disk florets yellow.

Seetiticccecciectietciccsenaacasanasnansassnssees 11, C, tamaulipense
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j]es CHRYSANTHELLUM MICHOACANUM B. Turner, Phytologia 51: 292, 1982.
Fig. 2.

TYPE: MEXICO. Michoacan: 11-13 km WSW of Apatzingan, along the
road to Dos Aguas and Aguililla, ca. 300 m, 5-9 Sep 1972, J, ¥, A,
Dieterle 4246 (holotype TEX!; isotype MICH!).

Annual, glabrous, prostrate, succulent herbs with stems up to 40
cm long. Leaves finely denticulate to coarsely toothed, rarely
trilobed or lyrate, up to 15 cm long (basal leaves); blades of
rosette leaves, when simple, narrowly oval, broadest at the middle;
mid-stem leaves usually with ovate blades (rarely obovate), broadest
below the middle. Peduncles 8-14 cm long at maturity, swollen just
below the head. Heads 10-20 mm across, ca. 10 mm high, subtended by
5 acuminate bracts, 3-5 mm long; involucre as in C. integrifolium
except for the more narrowly ovate bracts, 5-7 mm long, 2-3 mm wide.
Receptacle convex, the pales lanceolate, ca. 1/2 as long as the disk
florets. Ray florets ca. 32, "orange-yellow"; ligules bidentate,
(6)8-10 mm long, 1.0-1.5 mm wide, 2-nerved. Disk florets 2-34,
"sterile", the smaller, outer-florets, yellowish-brown, with corollas
3-4 mm long, the larger, inner florets "brownish-red" or "dark
brown", 3-8 in number at anthesis and nearly twice the size of the
outer florets. Ray achenes clavate, 3-4 mm long, prominently 8-10
grooved or markedly 8—ridged at maturity.

Chromosome number, 2pn = 9II (Keil 15237).

DISTRIBUTION (Fig. 6): Only a few collection sites are known,
all near Apatzingan (Hipton et al. 12058, GH, NY, US; Keil 15237,
ASU, ENCB, MEXU, TEX; McVaugh 17907 MICH). The plants reportedly
occur in thorn forest, in open areas, and along roadsides.
Flowering, Aug-Sep.

The Keil collections, cited above, are noteworthy for their
smaller heads and ray florets, approaching those of C. integrifolium.
But in other characters they are typical of C. michocacanum.

Chrysanthellum michoacanum can be readily distinquished from C.
integrifolium by its leaves, larger heads with longer ray florets,
shorter pales and, most notably, by the brownish-red disk florets,
some of these (3-8) becoming much darker and nearly twice the size of
the outer disk florets, which are presumably at the same or later
stage of development. Florets of the latter type were not observed
in the dry heads of C. integrifolium and its expression must reflect
adaptation to particular pollinators since both floret-types seem to
be functionally staminate or "sterile".

% CHRYSANTHELLUM INTEGRIFOLIUM Steetz, in Seem., Bot. Voy. Herald
160. 1853, TYPE: PANAMA: In savannas about Panama. w/o date, Steetz
601. (holotype BM!).

Chrysanthellum americanum var. integrifolium (Steetz) Alexander,
N. Amer, F1. IT 2: 148. 1955.
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Fig.2 Chrysonthellum michoocanum, from holotype.



422 PHYTOLOGTIA Vol. 64, No. 6

Annual, glabrous, often succulent herbs, 5-30 cm tall, at first
rosulate but soon forming prostrate branches. Leaves simple,
oblanceolate, finely to coarsely toothed from above the middle.
Peduncles 5-15 cm long at maturity, swollen just below the head.
Heads 8-12 mm across, 5-8 mm high, subtended by 4 or subulate
bracts, 3-4 mm long; involucre double, an outer series of ca. 5
elliptic to ovate, scarious-margined phyllaries, 5-6 mm long, 2-3 mm
wide, these alternating with a similar inner series. Receptacle
convex, the pales linear, ca. 2/3 as long as the disk florets. Ray
florets yellow, usually ca. 34 but often up to 55, the ligqules
bidentate, 5-6(7) mm long, 1.0-1.5 mm wide, 2-nerved. Disk florets
ca. 35, yellow, (4-)5-1obed, "sterile", the tube ca. 1.5 mm long, the
limb 3-4 mm long. Ray achenes clavate, 3-4 mm long, prominently 8-10
grooved, or markedly 8-ridged, at maturity.

Chromosome number undetermined.

DISTRIBUTION (Fig. 5): States of Veracruz, Oaxaca and Chiapas
in Mexico; Honduras, El Salvador, Costa Rica and Panama. Reportedly
common locally in full sun on wet clay soils at lower elevations
(from sea level to 200 m). Flowering, Jul-Nov.

In spite of its locally weedy nature, the species is apparently
relatively rare, to judge from the sparcity of collections in
herbaria. Only one or two collection sites are known for each of the
following: Veracruz (GH, NY), Chiapas (MICH), Oaxaca (ASU, MICH,
TEX), El Salvador (F, MICH) and Honduras (F). While Guatemalan
collections were not seen in the present study, it must surely occur
in that country and perhaps other Central American Republics, for it
appears to be quite common in Panama.

Alexander inexplicably treated this as a variety of
Chrysanthellum americanum. The two taxa are distinguished by a
number of vegetative and floral features, occupy different habitat
types, are largely allopatric, and do not intergrade. The
relationship of C. integrifolium is almost certainly with C.
michoacanum and recent collections of the former from Oaxaca by
Professor Keil seemingly reveal intergrades, (15555, ASU, ENCB, TEX)
and additional study might justify treatment of C, michoacanum as a
localized variety of C, integrifolium.

3. CHRYSANTHELLUM PUSILLUM Hook. f., Trans. Linn. Soc. London 20:

214, 1851. TYPE: BCUADOR: Galapagos Islands: Isabela (Albemarle),
C. Darwin s.n. (holotype K!).

Chrysanthellum erectum Andersson, Kongl. Svensk. Vetenskapsakad.
Hanl, 188. 1854. TYPE: ECUADOR Galapagos Islands: Santa Cruz,
1853, Andersson 176 (holotype St!).

Chrysanthellum fagerlindii Eliasson, Svensk Bot. Tidskr. 61: 91.
1967. TYPE: EUCADOR: Galapagos Islands: San Salvador, 28 Apr - 2
May 1953, Fagerlind & Wilson 3426 (holotype S!).
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Annual, 5-30 cm high, at first rosulate, the peduncles elongate
and arising from the center; primary stems erect, the secondary
branches decumbent or ascending and richly floriferous. Leaves
triternately dissected, the divisions usually broad, but occasionally
quite linear. Peduncles 1-11 cm long. Involucres 2.5-3.0 mm long,
the involucral bracts ovate to ovate-lanceolate. Ray florets 5-23
(rarely more); ligules yellow, 2-3 mm long, 2-nerved and cleft at the
apex. Disk florets yellow, mostly "sterile" but often fertile;
corolla ca. 2 mm long, 4-lobed. Achenes of the ray florets clavate,
1.0-1.3 mm long, usually tuberculate at maturity (sometimes
conspicuously so) or less often smooth; disk achenes slender,
somewhat flattened with smooth, rounded, shoulders.

Chromosome number, 2n = 8 II (Turner, unpubl.)

DISTRIBUTION. Known only from the Galapagos Islands where it
occurs in an array of sites, mostly disturbed. Collections have been
seen from the following islands: Fernandina, Isabela, Rabida, San
Cristobal, San Salvador, Santa Cruz, Santa Fe, and Santa Maria.
Flowering, Jan-Apr.

I agree with Eliasson (1967) and Cronquist (1971) in relegating
C. grectum to synonymy under this species. 1In spite of the
variability in branching habit and achene sculpture, both between and
within populations of this taxon, there appears to be but a single
species. Perhaps the most striking variability is seen in the leaf
segments, which are often quite linear (especially on San Cristobal
Island), and in the tuberculate ray achenes, this latter feature also
varying among populations.

The two collections of Chrysanthellum fagerlindii (Fagerlind &
Wilson 3426; 3440, S), both from Santiago Island, are enigmatic. The
plants appear to be teratological forms of C. pugillum, the
oollectors apparently having obtained plants typical of the latter
(E. & M. 3441, S) next to or near their collection 3440. What does
seem clear is that the few plants known, while quite mature to judge
from their much-branched habits, do not seem to produce fruiting
material and their florets appear to be strangely reduced and
irregular with 3-5 lobings, etc. Such anomalies are found nowhere
else in the genus and extend to the involucre which is comprised of
linear-lanceolate several-seriate bracts suggesting an atavistic
reversion to some primordial developmental state. I have observed,
very rarely, similar individuals among Texas populations of
Gutierrezia (Asteraceae), the plants nearly always being small-
headed, depauperate and sterile. Cronquist (1971) also does not
accept C, fagerlindii as a "good" taxon, referring to it as "a minor
form with very short rays and deeply cleft disk corolla, which will
probably fail to persist..with the typical C. pusillum. The latter
will probably swamp the incipient species in a few generations.”
Future field worker on Santiago Island should look for such forms to
see if the present impressions are borne out, for Eliasson (1972)
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seems quite convinced that the collections represent a good species.
It would be quite helpful if achenes from such "forms" could be
procured and germinated so as to see if the resultant plants breed
true.

As to the origin of Chrysanthellum pusillum, I favor a
relatively old introduction from some extinct populational source not

too unlike C, indicum var. mexicanum. It has the chromosome number
(2n = 8 II), reduced habit, and small, narrowly winged achenes of
that taxon. 1In addition, highly "sterile" disk florets and
tuberculate achenes are found in related taxa from the region where
C. ipdicum occurs, suggesting that southwestern Mexico was the
ancestral area from whence it dispersed.

4. CHRYSANTHELLUM AMERICANUM (L.) Vatke, Abh. Naturwiss Vereine
Bermen 9: 122. 1885.

Anthemis americana L., Sp. Pl. 895. 1753. TYPE: JAMAICA.
Sloane s.n, (holotype BM!).

Bidens apifolia L., Syst. ed. 10: 1203. 1760. TYPE: w/o
locality or collector (holotype LINN!).

Verbesina mutica L., Sp. Pl., ed. 2. 1273. 1763. TYPE: w/o
locality or collector (holotype LINN!).

1lum procumbens Rich. ex Per., Syn. Pl. 2: 471. 1807.
nom. superfl., illegit., TYPE: based on Verbesina mutica L.

Chrysanthellina fasciculata Cass., Dict. Sci. Nat. 2518008
1822, TYPE: Described from cultivated material, no specimens cited

and place of origin unclear. The description fits C, americanum.

Chrysanthellina gracilis Cass., Dict. Sci. Nat. 25: 392, 1822.
TYPE: As in the above. The description fits C, americanum.

Sebastiana heterophylla Bertol., Lucubr. 37. 1822. nom.
superfl., illegit., TYPE: based on Anthemis americana L.

Collaea procumbens (Rich. ex Pers.) Spreng., Syst. 3: 622.
1826.

Chrysanthellum swartzii Cass. ex DC., Prodr. 5: 631. 1836.
TYPE: JAMAICA, Swartz s.n. (holotype P; isotype S!).

Prostrate or recumbent, glabrous, annual herbs. Leaves simple
below to variously lobed or dissected, not decidedly pinnatisect.
Peduncles, 3-6(7) cm long. Fruiting heads 6-9 mm across, 4-5(6) mm
high, subtended by 4-6 linear bracts, 1-2 mm long. Involucre double,
an outer series of 5 ovate phyllaries, 4-5 mm long, 3-4 mm wide, the
margins scarious; inner series 5, similar to the outer but somewhat
narrower. Ray florets 13-34, yellow, the ligules usually bidentate,
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2-4(5) mm long, ca. 1 mm wide, with 2, or rarely 3, conspicuous
nerves. Disk florets (4)5-lobed, most of them fertile, corolla
orange-yellow to yellow (rarely white), ca. 1 mm long, the tube ca.
0.2 mm long; limb ca. 0.8 mm long, lobes acute, ca. 0.2 mm long. Ray
achenes 2-3 mm long, columnar-clavate, with 3, or less often 2 sulci
on the ad- and abaxial surfaces. Disk achenes linear-oblong, 2-3 mm
long, ca. 1 mm wide, the faces bordered by a prominent, often rugose,
cartilaginous, ciliate margin.
Chromosome number undetermined.

DISTRIBUTION (Fig. 5). Cuba, Hispaniola (Dominican Republic and
Haiti) and Jamaica Islands; also Costa Rica, Guatemala, Honduras and
southernmost Mexico (Chiapas) in continental North America. Mostly a
weed in grassy fields and waste places at various elevations in the
island areas but usually in pine and ocak-pine woodlands and meadows
of the lower montane regions (300-2000 m) on the mainland.
Flowering, all seasons, according to rains.

This species, though quite distinct and fairly restricted in
distributions, has long been confused with C, indicum. The latter is
nearly pantropic but its range does not overlap that of C.
americanum.

The island populations of Chrysanthellum were probably derived
from relatively recent introductions from Central America, to judge
from their morphological similarities, but it was presumably already
established on Jamaica and Cuba at the time of European ventures into
the region, for abundant, widespread, collections were obtained on
these two islands by early collectors.

5. CHRYSANTHELLUM INDICUM DC.

Erect to prostrate, glabrous or nearly so, annual herbs up to 30
cm tall. Leaves bi-or tripinnatisect, 1-8 cm long. Peduncles 0.5-
6.0 cm long, smooth or bearing scattered tuberculae. Heads 3-6 mm
across, 2-6 mm high, subtended by 1 or 2 (rarely more) linear bracts.
Involucre double, an outer series of 5(8) linear-ovate, phyllaries 2-
5 mm long, 1-2 mm wide, the inner series similar but somewhat
smaller. Ray florets 5-34 (modes at 5, 8, 13, 21 and 34), yellow or
orange-yellow, the ligules usually bidentate, 1.0-2.5 mm long, 0.2-
0.5 mm wide, 2-nerved. Disk florets fertile, 4- or rarely 5-lobed;
corollas yellow, 0.8-1.3 mm long, the tube 0.2-0.3 mm long, limb 0.6-
1.0 mm long. Ray achenes 2-4(5) mm long, compressed to columnar-
clavate to cuboid, often corky-winged at maturity, smooth to ribbed
on all faces, less often tuberculate. Disk achenes flattened,
linear-oblong to oval, 2.3-5.0(6.0) mm long, 1-2 mm wide, the faces
bordered with a narrow to broad callous margin (rarely absent), this
being variocusly ciliate, tuberculate, erose or corky.

Chromosome number, 2pn = 8 II; 2n = 16 (var. afroamericanum and
var. mexicanum.
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Four varieties in three subspecies are recognized and these are
treated separately below.

Key to infraspecific taxa

A. Fruiting involucres 2-4 mm long; disk achenes bordered by a
narrow catilaginous margin (seemingly absent in var. madagascarense),
0.1-0.2 mm wide; ray florets 5-13; plants of Asia, Madagascar,
Mexico, and Central America (B).

B. Involucral bracts 2.0-3.0 mm long; cartilaginous margin of
disk achene either well developed (ca. 0.2 mm wide) or seemingly
absent; plants of Asia or MadagasCar ................. subsp. indicum

C. Disk achenes with well-developed cartilaginous margins
ca. 0.2 mm wide; plants erect (rarely prostrate); leaves much-
dissected, mostly 2 cm long or more; India, Himalayan regionms........
teeesessscsseeseaseasseaseasesssaseessdd. SuUbsp. indicum var. ipdicum

C. Disk achenes with margins absent or poorly developed:
plants prostrate; leaves not much dissected and mostly less than 2 cm
long; Madagascar.............. 5b. subsp. indicum var. madagascarense

B. Involucral bracts (2.5)3.0-4.0 mm long; cartilaginous
margin of disk achene narrow, ca. 0.1 mm wide; plants of Mexico
or Central AmericCa...cccceccescssses cecsessesses 5d. subsp. mexicanum

A. Fruiting involucres 4-5(6) mm long; disk achenes (at maturity)
bordered by a well-developed, cartilaginous or corky wing 0.2-0.4 mm
wide; ray florets (8)13-34; plants of Africa and South
AMETiCaiieecececscrsssssnsssssassssssssssss 5C. Subsp. afroamericanum

SUBSP. INDICUM

S5a. CHRYSANTHELLUM INDICUM DC. var. INDICUM, PROD. 5: 631. 1836.
TYPE: INDIA. Near Gojpur and Dukanaghur, Wallich 401 (also cited in
Wallich's catalogue as no. 3291; not 3231 as given by DC) (holotype
G-DC; isotype K!).

Erect to semi-erect glabrous annual herbs up to 25 cm tall.
Leaves bi- or tripinnatisect, 1-6 cm long. Peduncles, at maturity,
0.5-2.5(3.0) cm long, bearing scattered tuberculae. Heads 4-5 mm
across, 2.5-3.0 mm high, subtended by 1, or rarely 2, linear bracts,
2-3 mm long; involucre double, an outer series of 5, linear-ovate,
phyllaries, 2.5-3.0 mm long, ca. 1.0 mm wide, the inner series of 5
similar but somewhat smaller phyllaries. Ray florets usually 8,
yellow, the liqules bidentate, ca. 1.5 mm long, ca. 1.2 mm long, the
tube ca. 0.3 mm long, limb ca. 0.9 mm long. Ray achenes ca. 2.5 mm
long, columnar-clavate, the abaxial faces with two sulci. Disk
achenes linear-oblong, 2.5-2.8 mm long, ca. 1.0 mm wide, the faces
brownish, bordered with an irregqgularly undulate or erose,
cartilaginous, eciliate (or nearly so) margin ca. 0.2 mm wide.
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